
A Life of Blessing…Prayer 
 
We have a great need today, it comes from the many needs we face daily. 

We need inner peace 
Where is God when I need him?  Why He continues to ignore my deepest needs. 
How do I give all my worries to God?     How do I know the will/voice of God?  

Family needs 
What is my part in prayer; can my lifestyle hinder my prayers? 
Is there evidence that God answers prayer? 
Why do I feel that I fail in prayer?      

We have a need in our churches today: God sized supernatural church. 
  Then why are we so weak in Power and Love. 

Does prayer really make a difference? 
  We have a great need today for brokenness, humility and total surrender. 
The real need is the need for real prayer. 
 We have a need to truly understand prayer        Experience prayer 
        Believe in prayer          Power in prayer 

 

Everyone believes in prayer, or so that's what we are told. Do we pray because God needs 
convincing? Or do we pray because we need to align our hearts with God and know him more? 
What if we truly grasp the understanding of prayer? 
Then today is a turning point in our church and also a turning point in your life. 

What if the condition of our church was measured by  
            its trust and confidence in the Lord shown in our praying and prayer meetings? 
  You want to know how popular a preacher is look at Sunday. 
  You want to know how popular Jesus is look at the prayer meetings. 

This is also a truing point in your life. 
If most of our problems come from an incorrect view of God, our prayers may be the   
      evaluation of how small our view of God is, and how self-centered our world is.  
This will be work, this will take time, this will again be a call for total surrender, which      
     leads to the beauty of seeing God move in our lives, families, church, and our land.  

 
PRAY  Lord may we be a church that is known at the throne… as God dependent followers. 
   God move in our families, in our land 
 
 
We have as one of our core values “Powered by Prayer” 

I love that our church has this as a core value.  Many churches would not. 
 And many churches have prayer as a low priority, we do not. 
  We have many saints who pray.  I love that. 
Churches without prayer are  
 fundamentally flawed in its organization, and limited in its efficiency.   
   
In October 2015 we began an 8 sermon series looking at the foundation of prayer. 
  We must understand the source and foundation of the power of prayer, 

 before we can say we are powered by prayer. 
Foundation of Prayer: The Character of God 

We need to look at prayer first from the standpoint of who God is,  
not from the standpoint of the issue. 

The best way to answer our questions about prayer is to  
let God’s nature and character answer those questions. 



We saw that prayer, as described in the Bible is grounded in: 
God's good nature and character,  
His saving deeds and word,  
His sovereign will, and  
His gracious presence 

                                        which results in God dependent followers. 
We now move standing on the foundation of prayer, which is the Character of God, 

to the source of the power of prayer.  
 
 
We now turn to the last half of chapter three.   

It is one of the most beloved passages in the New Testament 
 and as we read this, don’t forget to remember everything that has come before it. 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
Asking the Father to be powered by the Spirit to know Christ’s love. 

 
For this reason  
Paul began this prayer in verse one then got a bit distracted in explaining the place of the 
mystery of Christ.   
 

I kneel  He is kneeling before the Father.   
This shows his humility and reverence,  

This was a common posture of humility before the Lord.     Is. 45:23; Rom. 14:11 
Why?  For this reason.  He is so overwhelmed by the grace of God to open his plan of 
redemption to all.  So amazed to experience the result of the cross being a gift of 
salvation offered to everyone. He is floored by God’s amazing love. 

 
And also his complete dependence on the sovereign Lord.  Prayer is about total submission. 

"All hell is vanquished when the believer bows his knee in importunate supplication. 
Beloved brethren, let us pray. We cannot all argue, but we can all pray; we cannot all be 
leaders, but we can all be pleaders; we cannot all be mighty in rhetoric, but we can all be 
prevalent in prayer. I would sooner see you eloquent with God than with men.”  Spurgeon 

 

before the Father 
The source of the power of prayer begins for us from a position as His child. 
 
I know my father cares for me 

Matt.10:29-31    Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to 
the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

 
We need a divine understanding of your position as a child of 
Believing in the power of prayer is not in the prayer itself,  

but believing in the power of the One to whom we pray. 
 
from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

As a father has authority over a family,  
so the heavenly Father has sovereign rule over all of creation, people, heavenly beings. 

Father of the church.   
The source of the power of prayer begins from a position as His child. 
 



 
End of preaching a sermon, now we are going to practice the sermon. 
Let us now engage with Scripture to the fullest extent of its power- life transformation. 

  4 weeks praying together 
 
Intercession Card  

Prayer is an intimate response to God’s Character with dependence on His  
will knowing He powerfully works through Christ by the Spirit. 

Intercession is one of the greatest confidences we acquire with God.  
 Our confidence is in the character of God.    

Our confidence is in God upholding His reputation.      
Our confidence is in the promises of God.  

Intercession is one of the greatest privileges we receive from God.  
We receive His passion for His glory and His own people.               
We receive His compassion and direction from the World.   

Intercession is one of the greatest reliefs we can give to someone. 
We are not seen, the focus is not on us- hidden servant.  
We rely on the mighty hand of God not our ideas and plans. 
We stand in the gap for others before God on their behalf. 

 
When we pray portions of Scripture 

We are in deep conversation with God, a combination of reading and prayer.  
We proclaim what you already know about God.  
We proclaim what is ours in Christ and in faith we live it. 
We feed our souls on the great positive facts and truths we know.  

Praying Scripture helps us to keep our thoughts captive to God’s truth, will and character  
and our minds obedient to Christ. 
 

As molded in scripture we should be praying for all the saints. 
Colossians 1:9-10; 4:12 
Ephesians 1:16-19; 3:14-19 
Philippians 1:9-10 
I Thessalonians 3:12-13 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12; 2:16-17 
Philemon 4-6 
 
 
1 John 5:14   This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  

that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.   
 
Interview 
 
Volunteers 
 
Pray for volunteers 
 
 
 


